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Week Ending Friday, November 7, 2003

Proclamation 7729—National 
Diabetes Month, 2003
October 31, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Almost 17 million Americans have diabe-

tes, a disease that prevents the body from 
using its own insulin to break down sugars. 
It is the sixth leading cause of death in the 
United States. During National Diabetes 
Month, we recognize advancements in pre-
venting, treating, and detecting this disease, 
and we renew our commitment to helping 
Americans with diabetes live longer, 
healthier lives. 

Diabetes can lead to severe complications, 
including heart disease, blindness, kidney 
failure, and lower-extremity amputations. Up 
to 1 million Americans have type 1 diabetes, 
an autoimmune disorder that destroys insu-
lin-producing cells in the pancreas, while an 
estimated 16 million Americans have type 2 
diabetes, in which the body does not suffi-
ciently produce or process enough insulin. 
Type 2 diabetes is often related to obesity, 
and it is rising rapidly among men and 
women of all ages. Type 2 diabetes is also 
on the rise among children, for whom it was 
once extremely rare. Modest weight loss, in-
creased exercise, and a healthy diet can de-
crease the risk of type 2 diabetes and help 
manage its complications. 

Through the HealthierUS Initiative, my 
Administration is helping Americans develop 
the healthier habits that can improve their 
quality of life. And the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention and the National In-
stitutes of Health are working together 
through the National Diabetes Education 
Program to educate Americans at risk for dia-
betes and to instruct those living with the 

disease about controlling blood glucose, 
blood pressure, and cholesterol. By raising 
awareness in our communities and providing 
assistance to those battling the disease, we 
are fighting diabetes. 

My Administration also has demonstrated 
a strong commitment to medical research by 
completing a 5-year commitment to double 
the NIH budget to more than $27 billion. 
During fiscal year 2003, the NIH invested 
an estimated $860.5 million into diabetes re-
search. We will continue to support NIH sci-
entists and others working to treat and cure 
this disease. 

During National Diabetes Month, we 
commend those advancing the fight against 
diabetes as they bring hope and health to 
millions of Americans. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 2003 
as National Diabetes Month. I call upon all 
Americans to increase their awareness of the 
risk factors and symptoms related to diabetes 
and to observe this month with appropriate 
programs and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirty-first day of October, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 4, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on November 5. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.
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Proclamation 7730—National Family 
Caregivers Month, 2003
October 31, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Millions of Americans make extraordinary 

efforts every day to care for loved ones who 
are elderly, chronically ill, or disabled. These 
caregivers make many sacrifices to improve 
the lives of their loved ones. Through their 
love, dedication, and courage, these compas-
sionate children, parents, spouses, grand-
parents, and extended family members 
strengthen and preserve the importance of 
family and reflect the true character of our 
Nation. 

My Administration is supporting family 
caregivers in their efforts to provide comfort 
and support to their loved ones. The National 
Family Caregiver Support Program, man-
aged by the Administration on Aging of the 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
gives family caregivers counseling, informa-
tion, respite care, and supplemental services. 

As we mark National Family Caregivers 
Month, we express our gratitude to family 
caregivers, and celebrate the great blessings 
they bring to their families and to our Nation. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 2003 
as National Family Caregivers Month. I en-
courage all Americans to honor and support 
family members, friends, and neighbors who 
assume important caregiving responsibilities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirty-first day of October, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 4, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on November 5. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Proclamation 7728—National 
Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness 
Month, 2003
October 31, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Recent studies estimate that 4.5 million 

Americans are affected by Alzheimer’s dis-
ease, and that more than 13 million will be 
affected by the middle of this century. As 
we seek to increase our understanding of the 
causes, symptoms, and effects of this disease, 
we recognize the victims and the family 
members, caregivers, and healthcare profes-
sionals who care for those afflicted with it. 

Researchers have not yet discovered the 
cause of Alzheimer’s disease, but its effects 
are well documented. Alzheimer’s disrupts 
the processes that keep nerve cells in the 
brain healthy, resulting in a decline in cog-
nitive abilities. Those affected by Alzheimer’s 
disease grow increasingly dependent on oth-
ers. 

Alzheimer’s disease has no known cure or 
certain treatment, but research will continue 
to lead us to breakthroughs that will help 
control the symptoms of Alzheimer’s disease 
or eventually cure or even reverse its effects. 
We are supporting Alzheimer’s research and 
helping those afflicted with the disease get 
care. Through the National Institute on 
Aging (NIA), we are funding Alzheimer’s 
Disease Centers across the country that care 
for patients, improve diagnostic techniques, 
and participate in long-term research. The 
NIA also operates the Alzheimer’s Disease 
Education and Referral Center, which pro-
vides vital information to people with Alz-
heimer’s disease and their caregivers. In ad-
dition, scientists at the National Institutes of 
Health and the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs are conducting clinical trials of drugs 
and enhancing overall care. 

During National Alzheimer’s Disease 
Awareness Month, we especially thank all 
who care for those affected by this tragic dis-
ease. By caring for patients and continuing 
vital research, we strive to improve the qual-
ity of life for today’s victims and enhance the 
health of future generations. 
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